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ST POWER WINDERS

]. ake the strain
out of winding
vour steadies.
Sam George and six
ver tools do the twast

s a4 power winder as effective as the manual steady winder
supplicd with your caravan? We decided to check it out. Ifyou
ask ru_-n|'|||_' why thev use power w inders, the majorey will rell
voul it 18 because they are a lot quicker than winding the
steadies by hand, Bur there's another, more important reason.

Assuming that the power winder incorporates a clutch —as do the
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pressure on the ground, so mimimising the nsk of vour chassis twisting

POWER WINDERS ON TEST
Richmond
3.6y

Tool | Power screwdriver

Voltage | 3.6v

wm : (e ks Pesdoonic)

RPM | 200

Speeds | fse note, beiow]

No. of torque settings | (see nofe beiow!

Sefting needed to It van | e ke Lo

an:m (e nofe, Cerow)

started to Jift? _

Chuck (s rade, Deow)

Brabe time: |

hll-mmﬂhll* : 5w oY, D)

Weight of drill (appma I (s ke, Delow)

Storage provided | Case

Extras Range of bits

Warranty | Iy

Guide price | £20
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How we did the tests

1 We positioned a height gauge
at the side of the caravan and
placed a set of scales under the
rear nearside steady.

2 We then noted the time it
took to wind down the steady by
hand until the caravan just
started to lift. The pressure
needed was about 35kg (BOIb),
3 We tested each winder - a
reversible cordless drill, or
screwdriver — noting how long it
took to deploy the steady from
its ‘locked’ {1.e. tight-stowed)
position until the caravan just
started to lift.

4 As each winder had a number
of torgue settings we tried each
in turn, beginning with the
lowest, until we found the one
which was strong enough to lift
the caravan.

5 We also felt it important that
the winder should be capable of
overcoming the locked-stowed
position as it simulated a steady

screw covered in
road grime and muck
- something which
happens to all
steadies,
especially after a
tow in bad
weather,

6 We used two extension
sockets: the Pyramid Comer
Extension (£6.95) and the

ESA Extension Socket
(£19.95). The former is
designed for use with a cordless
drill, whereas the ESA unit 15
for use with either cordless
drills or power screwdrivers.

Power Devil Black & Decher Pyramid Products | Black & Decker
PDD2125K | KCT251CN | Black Spur | KC1BB2CN
| Cordless dril | Cordless dril | Cordiess drill | Cordiess dril
| 12v | 7.2v | 144y | 18v
| Initial 3hrs/1hv thereafter | 3hrs | 3hrs 1hr
| 0-550 | 0-600 | 0-700 | 0-500/0-1600
|1 ] 1 | 2 (slowfast)
| 5+ hammer '5+rms.m*,- '5+rnasu'r_.' | 10+ masoney + hammer
Y | No.5 | No.5 Any
[ Beacs 9 secs | 7 secs [ 8 secs ('slow e}
| | | 4 secs {fast’” speed)
-. Keyless | Keyless | Keyless | Keyless
1sac lsec A few seconds ] 5
| 1.5Kg | 1.5kg | 1.5kg | 2.5kg
| Case | Nocase | Case | Case
| Small drills, screwdriver bits, | Selectian of drills,
i small sockets | screwdriver bits . _
| Lyr | 215 | Ly | 2yrs
| £60 | £50 £80 £150
| L2 8 8 8 I L & s | Le a8 3 I L & 2 5 8

HOW WE CHOSE THE BEST BUY Fov use as 3 power sy winder, the Fower Dewl miust be fhe bast buy. The Slack & Decker KC 1882 CN is & fop class drill in every way and sould wangd your
steadios aasily and quickly — if wes aimost too fasf for us fee would certaniy nof use its Tast' speed in & real wonld emaronment. Few of s would hapyly pay £1 50 just fo wind our steadies 40
and down Liniess our primeay need was for 2 fop class electnc dril,

Richmond screwdriver

Black B Decher screwdniver  Power Devil PDD21 25K Black& Decker KC725 ICN

Pyramid Products Black Spur  Black g Decker KC1BBZCN

NOTE We had always feff that winding steadies was beyond the capalulifies of fight-cluly fools Dut because our £.5.4 brand socket 15 markehed as being suitable for these as wali &5
power girills, we felt hanpur-bolind (o Bry it out with & coupie af screwadnvers. Our anly resanvation in using the £.5.4 extension with & power driil was that the hexagon shaft, being
designed fo fit @ power scrowdriver, seemed rather on the light side compared fio the Pyramid extension socket. Addrionally if fs far more expensive. Nevertheless if is @ well-made
umnit and gave po prabiams when used in a condless dnll, In wse, nedther screwdriver wourdd wind the steady down fromm ifs locksd, stowed position on any of ther tomue sftings
Neither would they wind the sheady wip and ‘lock” it in the stowed pasition so you could be confident that if would nof fend fo unwind during fowing. However providing the steadly was
not ‘locked’, both wound it down and up, aithough neither had the power fo exed any real pressure 1o ensure that the steady was hand down on he ground, 5o, you would need fo

finesh the job mdmnuaaily
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