acaravan's

t's often said that damp ingress is the

biggest killer for caravans, settling as it
does between inner and outer skins and
M causing the wooden frame to rot. Mind
you, why manufacturers don't Tanalise the
timber they build with, using the pressure-
impregnated treatment that is used on my ’ 'l

garden fence to make it last 2o years, is beyond

me. It's because it would cost an extra two LIHGSEIY Porter CDmDIEtES tWO tESRS on mS
pence halfpenny per carvan, | suppose. . c@rgvan this month, firstly sealing the

Anyway, grousing aside, modern

manufacturers do pay a lot of attention to UDthtery aga’nSt Stalns and tnen SE"Ellng rl|$
making sure that caravans' outer skins are SI"IOWEF Cgmpartment aga[nst water damage

proof against rain water but it's surprising how
shower compartments may not be so well

sealed. This is something that can be relatively 3 -
easily remedied at home, though there are Sealant: the facts o O
several issues with regard to sealant that are i RS L

o —_— m an 5243 silicones
rmt widely understood — incidentally the same me %ﬂ:‘;ﬁmt oot dﬂ.;‘:ﬂﬂﬂ top ﬂ'll'gf'l’ﬁttﬁld Hi.::cl:ﬁush!smd (and
information shown here applies in the great application won't stick or seal. All the Bethicens daamne[mrs}mim'&ulstbe i first.
majority of cases to domestic bathrooms, previously applied sealant, whether applied The best way of remaving traces of silicone is
although some sealants react with metal and years or a couple of hours earlier, must be with car bodyshop technology, where silicone

anufacturers' data sheets should be checked cleaned off first. from polishes ruins any newly applied paint (see
R I's notenough justto clean a sufacefor  the picture captions for mare information).

carefully before purchase.

Cut old

sealer away
from the nozzie with
a craft knife. Use
silicone remover to
help with the rest.
Silicone sealer is
tenacious. There
are two brands sold
by Screwfix Direct

only in a I-ventilated area - window /s open. Panel wipe is highly lammable. Keep away from all sources of ignition






